
 

 
Annual Report to the Public 2013 
 
Pursuant to the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007, Head Start grantees must make 
available to the public an annual report that discloses certain information. The following is the 2013 
report for the grant period of July 1, 2013, through October 31, 2013, for Kalamazoo RESA Head Start. 
 

Funding 
The federal grant period for Kalamazoo RESA Head Start is November 1 through October 31, however, 

we were given a partial grant award for the first year for the months of July through October.  The 

program for this partial award ran from September through October, 2013.  Kalamazoo RESA operates 

with a blended funding model (multiple funding sources) for its Pre-Kindergarten program, utilizing 

funds from the state grant for 4-year-olds, Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP), to provide services to 

additional children in Kalamazoo County, and allow for many classrooms to operate for a full day rather 

than a half day. 

 Department of Health and Human Services (DHS) Head Start Award:   $1,035,263 

o Operating Funds:     $980,308 

o Training & Technical Assistance:     $12,006 

o Start-Up Funds:      $42,949 

 In-Kind (Match) Community Funds         $236,568 

 GSRP State Grant Funds (Blended classrooms):     

o Received for entire 2013-2014 fiscal year:    $1,454,789 

DHS Budget Items Budget Amount Actual Expenditures  

Personnel $473,854 $497,186 

Fringe Benefits $304,522 $232,374 

Travel $12,816 $1,829 

Supplies $64,949 $65,644 

Contractual $121,202 $184,974 

Other $0 $7,463 

Total Direct Costs $977,343 $989,470 

Indirect Costs $57,920 $45,793 

Total $1,035,263 $1,035,263 

 
 



Total number of children and families served 
For the period of July 1-October 31, 2013, Kalamazoo RESA Head Start served 670 families and 634 
children. This includes families who left the program during the year.  Federal funded child enrollment 
was 594 and the program served an additional 22 children with State funds to total 614. 
 

Enrollment 
Of the 634 families that were enrolled, 32 percent were two-parent families and 68 percent were single-
parent families.  At the time of registration 354 families had income below 100 percent of the poverty 
level and 136 were recipients of public assistance such as TANF or SSI. The program served 54 families 
that were homeless, with 55 children; 18 of the 54 families acquired more permanent housing during 
this period of grant funding.  The program served 44 foster children. The average monthly enrollment 
for September through October was 77 percent. 
 

Federal Review and Financial Audit  
Kalamazoo RESA Head Start did not go through a federal review or financial audit during the period of 
July 1-October 31, 2013. 
 

Medical and Dental Exams 
As of October 31, 2013, 93 percent of children were up-to-date on a schedule of age appropriate 
preventative and primary health care according to Michigan’s EPSDT schedule for well child exams. 
Ninety-eight percent of children were determined by a health care professional to be up-to-date on all 
immunizations appropriate for their age, or met Michigan guidelines for an exemption from 
immunizations. Ninety percent of children received a dental exam. 
 

Parent Involvement Activities 
Families are provided with a variety of opportunities to be involved in their child’s prekindergarten 
experience.  Parents participate in a minimum of two teacher home visits, two parent/teacher 
conferences and two family advocate home visits while in the program.  Parents are provided with 
volunteer opportunities in the classroom, and projects to work on at home as well as activities to bridge 
the child’s learning at home.  In addition to an open house, Parent Committee meetings are also held at 
each site.  The meetings provide parents with opportunities to give input into their classroom 
curriculum, as well as parent trainings.  Parents participate in governance of Kalamazoo RESA Head Start 
through Policy Council Meetings. Policy Council elections were held in November. During these months, 
parents also participated in home visits from their teacher and from their Family Advocate. 
 

Quality Ratings 
Kalamazoo RESA Head Start was in its first year of operation and will apply for star rating through the 
Quality Rating System through the State of Michigan.  
 

Preparing Children for Kindergarten 
Kalamazoo RESA Head Start uses The Creative Curriculum as its focal curriculum.  The Creative 
Curriculum addresses goals in the Head Start Child Development and Early Learning Framework and 
serves as a guide for staff in the provision of materials and activities to support children’s goals.  The 
Creative Curriculum for Preschool meets all of the standards put forth for the effective early childhood 
curricula by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), and the Michigan 
Department of Education. 
 



School Readiness Goals  
Kalamazoo RESA Head Start School Readiness goals for the 2013-2014 program year were developed by 
a team of teachers, coordinators, parents, associate teachers, and site supervisors.   
 
The 2013-2014 goals are: 
 

 Social-Emotional Development 
Children will acquire the skills necessary to foster healthy relationships with adults and peers. 

 

 Approaches to Learning 
Children will develop behaviors that allow them to be engaged in social interactions and 
learning experiences. 

 

 Literacy-Language Development 
Children will strengthen their expressive and receptive language as well as develop knowledge 
and skills that lay the foundation for reading and writing. 

 

 Physical Health and Development 
Children will understand and practice healthy and safe habits 

 

 Cognition and General Knowledge 
Children will develop ability to think through problems and apply strategies for solving them.  

 

Child Assessment Data 
Due to the short duration of time this report reflects the process for which data will be analyzed.   
 
Kalamazoo RESA Head Start utilizes an individualized observation and planning process for each child.  In 
partnership, staff and families assess the child’s development and identify areas for improvement across 
domains of learning through the use of the Ages and Stages Questionnaire, and the Prekindergarten 
Early Literacy Indicators (PELI), and, if applicable information from a child’s Individualized Education 
Program.  Information collected from these sources is then used to provide for individualized 
experiences and services for children and families.  
 
Kalamazoo RESA Head Start works with all nine school districts in Kalamazoo County to enhance the 
transition procedure for children entering kindergarten.  This program year we hope to coordinate visits 
and opportunities for families to engage in local districts’ kindergarten orientation which will include the 
support of the Head Start staff.   
 
For more information about Kalamazoo RESA Head Start, visit www.kresa.org or call (269) 250-9845.  

http://www.kresa.org/

